sltogether premature. |
that information is obtained, sssuming whe B
member who offers the resolution goes on with a denunciatory
speech in regard to the characier of the information he expects
1o receive. °T.h.“ not partake-at'this ime in the discussion y
1 shall wait antil [ know what the statement of the facts may
be, and not now apply any statement of law or of fact which
I may suppose to be applicable. I have risen for n?audh
; but | have risen to express the hope that while we
are engaged in the discossion of grave and important subjects
with regard to Californin, we will mot be diverted from our
purpose by an expedition ageinst'Cuba. 1 hope this resole-
tion will be laid upun the table. Indeed, I have risen for the
purpose of moving that it be lsid cpen the table, and thatwe
proceed to the consideration of the special order, so thet the
Senator from Louisiana, who has the flyor, may be permitied
to address the Senate ; because tbe state of his health is such
as to render it desirsh'e that if bo alidress the Senate on the
engrossing ques:ion now before us, ke should do s> to-day.

Mr. YULEB. I hope the Senaler from Kentucky will-al-
low me fora momemt—— :

Mr. CLAY. [ #hall not withdrew the motion.

Mr. YULEE. T do not ssk the Sepator from Kentucky
to withdrew the metion ; [ merely desire that he would give
it asdiff-rent direciion, so that it sy be tuken up to-merrew,
or on some earl .

Mr. I_:LAY.y.d;z that I have no-chjection, though [should
object if it is to lesd to discussi President, [ ¢hall
move to lay the resslu’ion on the takle, and the Senatorfrom
Florida can move to take it up to-morrow, if he pleases.

Mr. YULEE. 1 have no ohjsctior that it be laid up m«he
table to day, and 1 chall ask the Benate o take it up to-
morrow.

The question was (hen taken oa the motion of Mr. Czsx,
and the resolution wes ordered to fic on the table.

On a subsequent doy the resolution was taken yp end
adopted.

Mr. F

SPEECH OF Ms. CLAY,
OF KENTUCRY, .
On the Pénding Measures of Compromise.

Is 8axare, Marx 21, 1850,
The Senate having under consideration the gpecial on_.l-vr"
being the bill to admit California as n43tate into t'ha Unmn_,
to eatablish TerritorialiGovernments for £tah and New Mexi-

<0, and making propesals to Texas for the establishment of

her western and -northern boundaries—and ‘Mr. Sovie bav-
ing addressed the Bengte—

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Fresident, the debate has been conduct-
ed in this case with greal irregularity. A .single proposition
was before the Senate, .2nd that of an amandment to a parti
oular section, in relation to the prohibition as to legislation by
the Territorial Governments on the subject of African slavery.
And, although this wasthe sole question pending before the
Senate, Sepators have launched out vpon the broad ocean,
and embrace, in the course of their arguments, the entire sub-
ject. 8ir, I feel constrained, in vindication ef the acts of the
committee of which I was sk humble member, to meet some
of the arguments of the honorable S8enators ; &nd [ will begin
with 'the last, who has just sat down. The Benalor from
Louisiana finds himeelf unable to concur in the scheme of
compromise which has been proposed. Will that Senator
condescend to present a contse projét of his awn, for the satis-
faction and reconciliation of the people of this country ! Will
be tell us what he wants > €ir, this finding of fault, and,
with the aid of a magnifying glase, discovering defects, des-
crying the lithe animaleu!s which move upon the gurface of
matter, and wkich are indiscernilile to the naked nsturabeye,
is an easy task, and may be practised without any practical
benefit or profitalsle result. It is the daty of the Benater who
hes jest addressed us—it is the duty of all who assail this

compromizse, 1o give us their own and a better projét ; 1o tell
us how they would recancile the interes's of this couniry and
harmonize its distracted parts. And I venture to say that,
upon every subiect of which the learned Senator bas treated,
he has done great irjustice lo the acts of this committee. 1
do not mean to follow him throughout the whole course of his*

Itis s callfor information, snd, before Fault with what is siresdy proposed, without offering a solitary
ing what it is to be, the | substitute for the measure you oppose.

e ie e

Now, sir, the honorable Benator raises great objection to

this clause of prohibition. He tells us that no police regula-

tions can be made. Either there is slavery there or thers is

mot.  If there is no slavery there, then there is no need of any

lice regulations.  If there be slavery there, then the pecessary

police regulations exist already. And I imagine that duy will

be fsund sufficient, ss they bave already been found in time
past; at all events'from the present time antil the tima when

States shall ba formed out of these Fewitories. Now, let him:
escape from that dilemama if he can. I repeat it, if there i
slavery there, thers are police reguldsiens ; if there is no sla-
very, then none are required. F 3

Sir, the sim of the committee, in the introduction of thet
clause—I1 speak for every member of it, and the _houor.hll.'
mover of it as well as others—was simply to do this: to de-
clare that the Territorial Legislatures should have power
neither to admit nor to exclude slavery. That was our pur-
pose—our sole purpose ; and, if the amendment does not uc-
complish that purpose, would it net be more consistent with

which, | trust and hope, animates the Senator from 1

as well as others—would it not have been more conformable
1o that spirit to kave moved an amendment, simply providing
against the admission or exclusion of slavery in these tersito-
ries, leaving them free to establish any police regulations they
please, than to'have attacked tbis measure in the maoner in
which he has done, as if that clause contained some new.and
dangerous principle to -be guarded against; and as if it did
not embody the exact principle for wkich the South has.uni-
formly contended’ y ¢
Again, the honorable Senator ebjects to the clause inter-

jects o it on twe grounds. In the first place, becausethe
committee do pet affirm io their report that there is no.eon-
stitutiona] power in Congress {o pass upon the subject of ala-
very in this District. Now, what is the opinion of the Sena-
tor and of the Senate upon this sulject ! -A large portion,
probably a majority of the Senate, belioves that Congress has
the power ; another portion believes that Congress has.no
such power. And how does the honorable Senator expéct to
arrive al a compromise in which one of these opinions shall
be made to triumpk over the other’ How does he expect
that those Senators who think that the power does exist in
| Congress to abolish «lavery in the District of Columbia, are
to plunge their hands into the inmost recesses of their souls
and drag out that trath which lies there? If he wantsa com-
.promise, he must take it without askiog Benators, on the one

dicting the slave trade in the Distriot of Columbia. He ob- |

Mr. SOULE. The honarable Sepator does me injustice.
1 y admitted that slavery was sbolished by the Mexi-
«can luw. [ never raised a doubt upon that question. Sla-
very has been sholished within the limits of Mexice by the
constitutional power of Mexico. So far es that goes, there-
fore, there cannot be the shadow of a doubt in the mind of
any one, that, ifthe Mexican law prevails, slavery is already
shalished and utterly eradicated. |

Mr. CLAY. I understood the Senator to bs aseailing the
opinion which [ entertained and expressed.

Mr, SOULE. I certainly did not.

Mr. CLAY. Be that as it may, the honorable Senator
contends for that which is equivalent to the non-abolition of
slavery by the Mexican law—that the right to carry slaves
into the ceded Territories was restored by viriue of the comsti-
tution of the United States.

Mr. SOULE. That is it.

Mr. CLAY, That, then, is what the S8enalor contended for.
Very well, then. If, by the Constitution of the United States,
there is a right, on the part of every slaveholder in this couniry,
to carry slavesinto the ceded Territories, (which I certainly

a spirit of amity—with that desire of setiling these questions | do not believe or admit,) what more does the Senator want ’

He talks about the stalu quo. The slalu quo is precisely

| what I should suppose him to want. But, superadded to that,

if that be with him, is the Constitution of the United States.
And yet he is not satisfied. Does he wish the constitation to
be re-enacted * Can the psramount suthority be stresgthen-
ed by an act of subordinate power > Would he recommend
the introduction of the Wilmot provigo into the bill, or a legis-
lative ehactment 1o admit slaves, because the plan of the com-
mittee is silent upon tnat subject’ 'I'be Senstor is not satis-
fied with thiscompromise. Will he tell us now, in se many
words, what be would put into an act of Congress to salisfy
himself on the subject of slavery ! I shou!d be extremely hap-
py to hear it.

Mr, SOULE. Iam ready to answer the honorable gentle-
man at once. I will be satirfied with this section of the bill
if the amendment proposed by the Senator from Mississippi
prevail. Thatds all I want. [em willing to abide by that
section, provided the amendment proposed by the Senator
from Mississippi, and which [ have this morning sustiiaed,
be adopted. I will also be satisfied with other portions of the
bill, if reasonable amendments shall be made.

Mr. CLAY. 1am happy to find that there is some pos-
sibility that the Senator may yet vote' with us. Perbaps I
shoulT have been less earnest if I had not despaired of ever ob-
tgining his vote. [ really thought that, from the course of
his argument, and from the manuer in which he treated every
proposition contained in the report, he was a gove case; that

side or on the other to repudiate their fixed and deliberate
opinions ; if he Joes not want a compromise, then let him in-
wist that one clhes of Eenators shall surrender the opinions
which they hold to the other class.  Sir, 1 thought that the
ecmmittee were on that subject as happy ss they could be,
The report neitber affirms nor denies the power of Congress
to abolish elavery within the District of Celumbin, It says
that it ought ot to be done ; and he who thinks it oug_hl not
to be.done upon constitutional grounds, ought to be satisficd ;
and ke who thinks it may be done constitutionally, but who
believes that it ooght not to be done, from considerations of
expedwency or kindness, or fraternal regard towerds other por-
tions ef the country, ought also to be satisfied. Thus, by |
neither affirming nor denying the power, but by nssertingll:_m
the powar ought not to be exercised, I #ay it is a compromise
with which all ought I think to be perfectly satisfied. Does
the honorarableienator expect that my lenrned friend in my
eye, (Mr. Wxunsren,) who has no doubt about the power,
will give up that opinion ? Does he expect that he will re-
nounce his deliberate, well considesad, and well formed opin-
ions, which he has entertained for years 7 Does the Sonth
expect to succeed in any such demand asthat? Will the
Senator from Louisiana demand it 7 If he does, he demands
that there ehall be no compromise, no settlement of the gues-
tions which are now agilating the country. :

But, sir, the honorable Senator has misconceived the hill
for abolishing the slave trade which the committee have re-
ported. This bill is a mere adoption of the law of Marylaud.
I will here mention a fact which shows how wrong it is o
prejudge a thing.  An honorable friend of mine, in my eye,
has suggested that the object can be accomplished in a certain

remarks, but I will take a rapid notice of his objections to the | mode ; and I should like toknow, from the Senator from Lou-

warious features of this report. ; ;
Sir, he began, if I am not mistaken, with that which re-

isiana, whether he thigks it attainable and acceptable in that
wayornot ©  The intraduction of slaves now into this Distric’,

lates 1o the recovery and restitution of {ogitive slaves; and | either for sale or for being placed in depot for subsequent

he said, with an air of great diseatistaction, if not of dension,

transportation, arises out of (wo laws which were passed by

he was hopeless; that nothing could reconcile him to any
scheme that the committee could propose. [ regrer, however,
to perceive that the Senator, in announcing what weuld satis-
Iy him, restricts himself (o this sectivn. But, now, I should like
tu koow what other law the Benator wants upon the subject of
slavery than the paramount lsw of the Constitution of the
United States ? .

Mr. 8DULE. Protection.

Mr. CLAY. The paramount law of the ccnstitution af--
fords that protection.

Mr. SOULE. I think it does not afford the protection.

Mr. CLAY. Will the Senator ba satisfied with striking
out the clause ?

Ms. BOULE. I will be satisfied with the cause, provided
it be modified as proposed by my friend from Missiasippi.

Mr. CLAY. But that amendment the S:nator knows I
cannot agree to, because it assumes a fact he existence of
which I deny. It assumes the fact that slaves are there. I
maintain that there are none there, except bere and there a
body servant that has been earried there by those who sre
sojourning or travelling through the country.

If the Senator will be satiefied with striking out the clause,
I will vote to striike it oul, because I voted sgainst putting it
in. Or I would consent to its being so modified as to declare
that the Territorial Legislaiure shall neither admit nor exclude
tluvery, which will leave it open to police regulations. If
the Benator will be satisfied with that, I an content, Bat, if
the Senator desires, by any indirect means, by any clause
which goes beyond its professed objedt, by any implication
which can result from that clause, to assert either that slavery
exista now in that country, or that it is lawful to carry it
there under the constitution of the Unied States, I, for oue,
cannot agree toit. If the Senator will agree to the modifica-
tion of the clause, 80 a8 to declare that the Terrilorial Legis-
lature shall pass no laws either to admit or exclude slavery—
Mr. WEBSTER. Respecting the establishment or exclu-

that the committece had brougnt back that bill with certain | Congrese itself, one in theyear eighteen hundred and two, | sion of alavery.

embarrassments instead of improvements. Eir, I beg you to

and the other some years after, permitting it to be done.

Mr. CLAY. Certainly. If the Senator will agree to

recollect that the greatest objvctions made to the amendment Tke Senator to whom I have referred observed to me some | modify the clause so as to declare that the Territorial Legis-

relating to fugitive slaves come from States which are not suf. | time 2go: ** i, Clay, you can accomplish your object | lature shall pass no laws r

fering under the evil of having to recover fogitive slaves. [
stated here the other duy, what I repeat sgain now,, that my
own State is perhaps the Siate suffering most from this cause,
while the State of Louvisiana is emong those States which suf-
fer from it the least. And yet the honorable Senator from
Louisiana, when we sre sali-fied with these provisians, sces
in them ohjections which are insurmountable. And whatare
the embarrdssments of which he complains *  Why, sir, that
the slave owner, in the pursuit of his fugitive property, bas |
to carry with bim & record ! T'hat instead of carrying with
him, in purzuit of hie slave, at great trouble and expeuse, wit-
nesees and loosa affidavits, he is fortified by an autheniic re-
cord ! ‘That, I say, is an advantage and a protection to the
slaveholder—a great advantage ; for that record will command
respect in the free States, and will give him an advautage

which oral testimony or loose affidavits taken hefore a justice | candid eye, and to look at all the interests of sl the parts of | 8mendment.

simply by repealing these two laws, and by leaving the
state of the law where it was before Congre:s allowed by
law the introdoction of elavery into this District.” [ have
not examined the two acts of Congress ; but, as I know the
Senator to be familiar with the laws of this District and the
laws of Maryland, I have no doubt that he is rizht. Now, if
instead of adopting the law of Maryland, which, in other
worls, is the bi'l proposed by the committee, we hud proposed
simply to repeal these two ncts of Congress, in virtue of which
alone slaves have been introduced into the District for the par-
pose of being transported to New Orleans and elsewhere,
waould he thiok if wrong, would he thiok it unconstitutional ?
Would he think it was alarming to the righte of the pecple of
the South for Congresa to repeal its own laws *  Sir, where
there is a dizpasition to look atthings with an impartial and a

tahlidh

ing the
clusion of elavery, I will go for it with pleasure.

Mr. SOULE. I wish not to misunderstand the honorable
Senator, but if I understoad his argument, it seems to imply
that the amendment proposed by the honerable Senator from
Miesissippi assumes he existenee of slavery there. I cannot
concur with bim in that. The emendment assumes that
slaves may be there, but it certainly will not carry them there
if they be not already there, And if any right exists under the
state of things which that asserts, I cannot conceive what
serious o'jections cyn be entertained on the part of the honor-
able Senator, to the amendment proposed by the Senator from
Missicsippi. It only pro‘ects whatever rights may exist there.
It does mot give any right. It only seeks to protect such
rights os, under the constitution of the United States, may
now or hereafter exist. For these reazons I ehall vote for the
I beg the pardon of the honorable Senator for

ment or ex-

of the peace could never confer. The record, moreover, is u | the country, and sll the opinions, and all the prejudices, if | interrupting him.

cumula ive, not an exclusive remedy, leaving Lim free to em-
ploy the pruvisions of the act of 1793,

With respect to the other portion of the report which re-
lates to this subject—that of trial by jury—where is the in-
convenitnce of such a trial tsking place in the Stwte from
which the fugitive has fled ? In point of fact it will be no
disadvantage, for there will not be one instance in a theusand
where the bond to allow a trial by jury at home will incom-
mode the slave owner, since the fugitive will be found 1o have
asked for it as a mere pretext; and when he gets back to his
own State be will, beyond all question, abandon that pretext.
8ir, I put it to the honorable Senator whether he does not
believe that this will he 1he case ; and this, you will recollect,
is proposed as a substitute and s satisfaction to the North of
that trial by jury which they contend for at a distance from
home, and which I have already insisted would amount to a
virtval surrender of the constitutional provision. Moreaver,
it is granting to the elave only the right which he now indie-
pulably poseesses, in all the slaveholding Etates, of resorting
to their tribunals of justice to establish his claim to his {ree-
dom, if he has one.

Mr. President, I find myseif in a peculiar and painful posi
tion, in respect to the defence of this report. I find myself
sssniled by extremists every where ; by under currents; by
those in bigh ar well as those in low suthority ; but, believing,
#s [ do, that this measuce, and this measure only, will pass,
if any does paes, during the present session of Congress, I
shall stard up to ir, and to this report, against all objectiors,
springing from whatever quarter they may.

Bir, it wes but (he other day that [ found myself reproach-
ed at the North for conveying an alleged calumoy of their in-
sti‘utiors by saying that the trial by jury, in this particular
description of case, could not be relied upon ss a remedy to
the master who had lost his slave; as if | had made any such
charge on Northern judges and juries, in ordinary cares, ia
the way of reproach, or had not ayplauded the administration
of juetice both iu our Stete and our Federal courts genera'ly.
But I urged that, if, in Massachusetts, you require a Ken-
tuckian, going in pursuit of his slave there, to resort to a trial
by jury on the question of freedom or slavery of a fugitive,
it would be requisi e, in consequence of such an asserion of
privilege on the part of the fugitive, that the parties should
produce testimony fiom the State of Kentucky ; that you will
have 1o delay the tial from time to time ; that there must be
B power 10 grant a new trial, and that a supervis ry power
would be necessary when you come to a final trial ; that dis-
tant and fore‘gn eourts would be called on to administer the
unknown laws of a remote commouwealth ;: and that, when
you sum op the expenses and charges at the end of the case,
eithough the owner may eventually recover his properly, the
coutest 1o regain it would have cost him more than it is worth 5
that, in short, he might be largely - out of pocket, and that he
would find be had better never have oved at all in the mat-
ter. Thst was the argument which I used ; and yet, at the
North, I am sccused of casting unmerited opprobrium upon
the right of trial by jury and the adwinistration of justice;
while st the South, in another and the last extremie, from
which I should bave expected sny tuing of the kind, T find
that this amendment is otjecicd to as creating embarrassments
1o the owaers of fugitive slaves. Sir, this is s)mething like
the sld song—

“ I do not like thee, Doetor Fell,
The resson why I cannot tell ;
But this 1 know, and know full well,
I do not likethee, Doctor Foll.?

Sach, Mr. President, are their objections to this mearure,

Now, let us follow the honorable Senator from Louisiana
a little furthier. 1 /ne of his grest o'jections was to the clause
which probibits the Territorial Legislatures from passing sny
law in respect to A rican slavery within the Territories.  Did
the honorable Seuatw know the history of that clause ' Did
he know that that cleiise was moved in the committee of thir-
teen by bis own col'eague ' Did he know that that clause

was voted for by every Southern member on that commitiee | 10 setile,

you will, of our fellow-citizens, we shali be much more Likely
to arrive at a satisfactory and harmonious result, than by at-
taching our:elves to a single position, and viewing from that
point every thing, and seeking to bring eve'y thing to the
standard of our own peculiar opinione, our own bed of Pro-
crustes,

The Senater 1s mistaken in saying that a resident of the
District cannot go out of theé District and purchase a slave
and bring him here for his own use.

Mr. BSOULE. I feel assured that the honorable Senator
has misunderstood me. I bave merely stated that the effoct
of this section, if I understand it well, will be to preclude
the introduction into the District of any slave for the purpose
of being sold, even if it were for the purpase of supplying the
necessities of those inhsbiting the Distriet ; ard I know that
the hono-abls Senator will do me the justice, on locking at
the section, to admit that such will be jts legal effect.

Mr. CLAY. Well, what is the inconvenience of it ? A
elave cannot be brought within this place for sale and be here
®ld, but & man who wants a slave Lere may go fo the distance
of five miles and purchase one, and bring him here, not for
sale, but fur his own use. The res! amount of inconvenience
then, is, that a resident within the District will have to travel
five miles 1o purchese a slave, instead of the slave being
brought here to be sold. There is nobing whatever in the
bill which prohibite a resident within the
out of the District and purchasing a slave for his own uge.

The only probibition is, that no slave can be brought into
the District or into market for sale, as merckandise, without
a forfeiture.  But, sir, I repeat, that, by the repeal of the
laws under which this is done, sll difficulty might have been

obviated ; and so it will probably be, if the bill be allowed to
take its usual course.

No part of this compromise seems to receive the commen-
dation of the Senator from Louisiana, or to aff ird him any
solace or saticfaction. He says that it has been contended
by me and by otbers, that the law of Mexico abolished elavery,
and that it dues not exist there by law, and is not likely to
be introduced there, in point of fact. T eannot renounce
that opinion. Ii is impossible in my nature for me to do #0.
I cannot disbelieve what I believe.  But the honorable Se-
nator bas taken up the greater portion of the time in which he
has s0 ebly and eloquently addressed us, to prove—what ?
That that opinion of mine is incorrect. He bas gone into
an historical account of the abolition of slavery in Mezico;
be has gone into the negotiations which led to the conclusion
of the treaty of Hidalgo ; he has gone behind the negatia-
tions into the instructions given with regard to (he priposi-
tion of the Mexican commissioners, forbidding the introduc
tion of elavery irto the ceded Territories. He has come into
the Senate, and traced what has been done in this body, in
order to prove that even here, by the negative of a proposi- |
tion, moved, I believe, by a Senator from Connecticut,

there was an implied purpose on the part of Congress o al-

low slavery, or rather to recognise it there. Now, cannot

the Henator be satisfied with his own view ?  He thinks that

slavery is not abolighed there,
eminent 85 a jorist than I ever aspire to be. Why, tien, is he
not eatisfied with his own opinion ?
rit of liberal t loration, allow an opposite opinion to be enter-

this proposes to Le a settlement of all the questions involved,
| yet there is one question which is left unsettled, that of the
lex luciin regard: to slavery in there territories, which ought
to have been sdjusted.  Will he tell me how it could be
scttled - Will he or any hody elee tell me how it ean be
{ setiled, otherwise than Ly the Supreme Cuurt of the United
| Btates, whether the law of Mexico did or did not aholish sla-
| very within the limits of those Territories’ 'That is what the
| © mmittee proposes to do.  They have recommended this
plan to the consideration of the Senate, and of the country,
&5 a tueasure of general compromise, which would settle al!
| the questions that were practicable or possible fur legislation
The question which the Senator supposes is left

wxcept myself, ifI am so to be denominated, eomtrary to what | unseiiled, can only be eettled b'; the Bupreme Court of the
!

15 my usual kabit of denominating myself ?

Every Scuthern | United States, and there it is lefi.
man on that o mmittee votel for the clause which is the theme |

Now, sir, it is a little remarkable that the Senator argued

of the Sanator’s criticisin Lo-dey, agasinst my vpinion, and | With euch great ingenuity, and great earpesiness, that, accord-
that of all the Northern members of that committee, with I be- | l"li'ﬂl_hcitx;_al Inw of Mexico, slavery was not sbolished ; that,
lieve one solitary exception » And yet, the moment it pre- | 9ccording to the local luw of Mexica, there was a right on the
#ents itself, although it comes under Southera auspices, it is | Part of the slaveh dder 1y carry his elaves there ; thay, ne-

oljacted to !

Again, | ask the honorable Senator from Louisiana, if this « Siates, that right exists.

| cording to that local law, and the const tution of the United
It it does, ought not the Benator to

19 10 be r-jected, t4l] us what you waat ; put it down in black [ be eatisficd > Wy, I should suppose that it was all that he

snd whity put duwn your project ; compere it with thst of wanted.

He eays that the right to cary slaves there ex-

the commitice, and let us know the full «xtent of your de- | %% and that Congress has no pawer to legislate on the sub-
mands, and then we shall be able to pass judgment upon  ject "'; slavery one way ot the other. What more then, does he
them, approving them if we can: and do not resirict your- i want ?  He says that the lez loei admita the existonce of sla-
selves, io this anstatesmanlike manver, to the mere finding of ;:'7- Then bas ot the honorable Senator got precisely what

wants ’

Will be not, in a spi- | District.

Mr. CLAY. Waell, sir, if the honorable Senator will be
entisfied with such an amendment as I have suggcsted, and
which I understood the other day was satisfactory to maost
gentlemen on that side of the house—an amendment dcclar-
ing that the Legislatures of the Territories shall neitker esta-
blish nor exclude slavery—I am content. Then it will leave
open all 1hese questions of right to be settled under the con-
stitution of the United States, and all those matters of police
which are stated to be desirable. But I cannot agres to an
amendment which, in point of fact, assumes that slavery has
an existence there.at this time, and assumes in point of law
that, under the constitution of the United States, there is a
right to carry slaves there. I cannot vote fur either projosi-
tion. - I repeat that [ am ready to vote tostrike out the clauss,
to refain the clause, or to modify the clause in the way that
I havesuggested, which will accomplish all the objects sought
for on the other side of the house, if I understand them.

Now, Mr. President, I am not going, at this time of the
session, and at this stage of the progress of this measure, 1o
dizcuss the question of  the validity of the laws of Mexico.
The question whether the ojinions expressed by me and by
others, or the opposite ones, be right, can only be decided by
the Supreme Court of the United States, upon & proper case
brought before that tribunal. We go as far as we can to set-
tle all these questions. We establish governments therc and

District from going | couris there, from which courts appeals may be taken, ac-

cording to the express provisions of the bill, to the Supreme
Court of the United States, A question as to whether or not
the Mexican law prevails in these Territories, or whether the
constitution admits slaves to be taken there, can only be de-
cided by that tribunal.

Mr. President, I will not say any thing more with respect
lo the able, ingenious, and eloquent argument of the Senator
fiom Louisiana ; but I will proceed to the other subjects wiicn
I propese to discuss. 1 am not one of those who, either at
the commencement of the session or at any time during its
progress, have believed that there was any present actusl dan-
ger to the existence of the Union. But I am one of those
who believe that, if this sgitation is continued for ove or two
years longer, no man can foresee the dreadful consequences.
A dissolution of the Union, the greatest of all calamities in
my opinion which can befall this country, may not in form
tuke place ; but next to that is a dissolution of th.ose fraternal
and kindred ties that bind us together as one free, christian,
and commercial people. In my opinion, the bady politic can-
not be preserved unless this agitation, this distraction, this
exasperation, which is going on between the two sections of
the country, t¢hall ceasa. Unless it do ceaee, [ am afraid
that this Union, for all the high and noblé purposes for which
our fathers formed it, will not be preserved.

Mr. President, I will go so far as to venture 1o express this
opinion, that unless this messure of compromise, not the exact
words of the bill—for the committee, 1 sm sure, will agree to
any amendments or modifications which will better the mea-
sure—but unless some measure of thi kind pass, T hazard the
prediction that nothing will he done for Ca'ifornia, nothing

I know that be is much more \ will be doue for the Territories, nothing upon the fugitive

slave bill, nothing upon the bill which interdiets slavery in this
Unluss some such measure prevail, instead of heal-
ing and closing the wounds of 1he country, instend of btopping

‘tained 7 But the otjection to the measure is, that, although | the effusion of blood, it will flow in still greater quantities,

with still greater danger to the republic. And [ repeat, that

in my opinion the measure upon ydur table, with such amend-

mente as it may receive, or some tantamount mexsure, must
| pas<, or nohing passes upon all the subjects to which the re-
port refers.

Let us look at the subject. If you do not pass this mea-
sure, there is a possibi'ity, some gentlemen will say a high pro-
bability, that the California bill will not pass. I haveno doubt
myself but that thers ara large majorities in both Houses of
Uongress in favor of the admission of California into the
Union ; but from causes upon which I shall not dwell, and
which are adverted'to by me not with pleasure, but with pain,
I am a‘raid ihat that bill never will pass ihe two Houses as a
meaeure by iteell.  What, then, wiil be the conditivn of the
country ' Let us suppose that Congress does wothing ; let
us suppose that it fails 1o furnish a remedy fur any one of the
evils which now afflict the county. Suppose we rate
and go home under those mutusl feelings of Jissatisfar tion
and discontent which will arise out of the fai'ure of Congress
to adjust these questions. I will say nothing of the reproach
and opprobriam that would be brought upon us by all chris-
tendom. [ will say nothing of those who are looking upon
os with anxicus solicitude, under the haope that we will fulfil
sll the expectations snd fulfil the high destinies which apper-
tain to one among the grestest of all countrice, [ will u‘

nothing of that large portion of mankind who re gazing wit

intense anxiety upun th.s great experiment in bohalf of man’s
capacity for s.lf-government and man's freedom. [ will say
pothing of all this, Suppose, then, that afier the lapse of

six or seven months, during which we were n? zdumr-
ing to reconcile the distracted and divided parts e coun-
wry, we go home full of the feelings of rage and animosity, one
section sguinst anather. In such a stale of feeling can the
republic long continue ? Let us lupr, however, that you
reject this bill and pass the Califoruis bill, and go home in that
state of things ; what will not the South say? What re-

s will it not level at the Norih upon this subject ?
T'hey will say to the North, ** You got all you wanted ; you
got the substitute for the Wilmot proviso; you have got a
clause much more potent, much more efficacious than that ;
you have got the interdiction of elavery into the constitution
of California ; you have got all you wanted for the present,
and have refused us every thing ; you have seized upon Cali-
fornis, and heresfter, from um 1o time, you mean to appro-
priate the whole of our acquisitions to your exclusive banefit.
In that state of feeling of mutual exasperation and excitement,
with a beated press, with heated partics, with heated lecturers,
with heated men, how can you expect hereafter to come back
to this theatre of strife and contention calm and comppsed, to
settle difficulties which six months of earnest and anxious
labor have not enabled you to adjust ?

It is said that pothing has been done for the South in the
establishment of these Territorial Governments ; nothing in
this measare of compromise. What, sir! [s thera nothing
done _for the South when there is a total sbsence of all Con-
gressional sction on the delicate subject of slavery ; when
Congress remains passive, neither adopting the Wilmot pro-
viso, on the one haud, nor authorizing the introduction of
slavery on the other; when every thing is left in stalu guo ?
What were the Bouth complaining of all along? The Wil-
mot proviso—a previso, which if it be fastened upon this
measure, as I trust it may not be, will be the result, I ap
herd, of the difficulty of pleasing Southern gentlemen. Their
great effort, their sole aim hes' been fur several years to es-
cape fiom that odious proviso. The proviso is not in the bill.
The bill is silent ; it is non-active upon the subjeet of =lavery.
T'he bill admits that if slavery is there, there it remains. The
bill admits that if slavery is not there, there it is not, The
bill is neither Bouthern nor Northern. It is equal ; it is fair;
it is a compromise, which any man, whether at the North or
the South, who is desitous of healing the wounds of his
country, may accept without dishonor or disgrace, and go home
with the semiles which the learned Senator regretted he could
not carry with him to Louisiana. 'They may go home and
say that these vast Territories are left open. If slavery exists
there, there it is. If it does not exist there, it is not there.
Neither the North nor the South has triumphed ; there is per-
fect reciprocity. The Union only has triumphed. The South
has not triumphed by attempting to introduce slavery, which
she would not doif she cou!d, because she maintains (although
it is not my own individual opinion) that Congress has no
right to legislate on the one hand for its introduction, or on the
other for its exclusion. Nor has the North been victorious.
She may, indeed, and probably will, find ber wishes ultimately
consummated by the exclusion of slavery from our territorial
acquisitions ; but if she does, that ought not to be an occasion
of complaint with the South, because it will be the result of
inevitable causes. The bill has left the field open for both,

States, shall so decide ; or to beexclusively devoted to free-
dom, if, as is probable, they shall so determine.

Now let me call the attention of the Senate to & very pain-
fal duty, which I am consirsined to perform, and which I shall
perform let it subject me to what misinterpretation it may, here
or elsewhere, Iamean the duty of contrasting the plan pro-
posed by the Execulive of the United States with the plan
propoged by the committee of thirteen. If the Executive has
a friend— (I do not mean exsctly that, because I believe and
wish myself to be a friend of the Executive, feeling most
anxious to co-operate with him)—but if there be a friend of
the Executive who supporis his measure o the exclusion aof
that of the committee, will he stand up here, and meet us
face to face upon the quesiion of superiority of the one mea-
sure to the other 7 Let us here, and not in the columns of
newspapers, have a fair, full, and manly interchange of argu-
ment and opinion. I shail be ready to bear my humble part
in such a mental conteet.  Allow me to premise by assuming,
in the first place, that every friend of his country must be
anxious that all our difficulties be settled ; and that we should
once more restore concord and harmony to this country,

Now, what is the plan of the President? I will describe
it by a simile, in & manner which cannot be m'sunderstood.
Here are five wounds—one, two, three, four, five—bleeding
and threatening the well being, il not the existence ofthe bady
politic. What is the plan of the President’ Is it to heal
all these wounds? No such thing. Itis only to heal one
of the five, and to leave the other four to bleed more profusa-
ly than ever, by the sole admission of California, even if it
should produce death itself. I have said that five wounds
are open and bleeding. What are they ! First, there is
California ; there are the Territories second ; there is the
question of the boundary of Texas the third ; there is the fu-
gitive slave bill the fourth ; ard thore is the question of the
slave trade in the District of Co'umlia fifth. The President,
instead of proposing a plan compretiending all the diseases of
the country, looks only at one. His recommendation does
not embiace, and he says nothing about (he fugitive slave
bill or the Disirict bill; but he recommends that the other
two subjects, of Territorial Government and Texas boun-
dary remain and be left untonched to cure themselves by
some law of nature, by the vismedicairiz natura, or some
gelf remedy in the success of whieh I camnot perceive any
ground of the least confidence. I have seen with profound
surprice and regret, the persistance—fir so I am painfully
compelled to regard the facts sround us—of the Chiel Magis-
trate of the country in his own pecaliar plen. I think that,
in a epirit of compromise, the President ought to unfte with
us. He recommends the admission of California. We are
willing to admit California. We go with him as far as he
goes, and we make its admision compase a part of a general
plan of settlement and compromise, which we propose to the
consideration of the Senate. In the epirit of compromise
which, I trust, does, and which I know ought to, animate
both ends of Pennsylvania avenue, we had a right to sup-
pose, when the committee anncunced in its report that it
was satisfied with his recommendation, so far as it went,
but that it did not go, in our re-pectful judgment, far
enough, and that we therefore offered our measure to
close up the four remaining wounds—TI think, that in a spi-
rit of peace and concord, and of mutual confidence and co-
operation, which ought to animate the different departments of
the Government, the President, entertaining that consti-
tutional deference to the wisdom of Congress which he has
professed, and abstsining, s he has declared he would sb-
stain, from any interference with its free deliberations, ought,
without any dissatisfaction, ‘to permit us to consider what is
best for our common country. I wiil go a little further in 1his
comparison, which I make most painfully. After the observa-
tions which I addressed to the Senate a week ago, I d:d hope
and trust there would have been a reciprocation from the other
end of the avenue, as to the desire to heal, not one wound on-
ly, which being healed alone would exssperate and aggravate
instead of harmonizing Ihe country, but to heal them all. I
did hope that we should have had some signification, in some
form or other, of the Executive conteniment and satisfuction
with tte entire plan of sdjostment. But, instcad of concurrence
with the commitlee on the part of the Executive, we have an
autbentic assurance of his adherence exclusively to his own
particular schome,

Let us look at the condition of these Territories, and I shall
endeavor to do what has not been done with sufficient preci-
sion, to discriminaie between non-action or non-intervention in
regard to elavery, and non-action as it respects the govern
ment of the people, who, by the dispensations of Providence,
and the course of events, have come to our hands to be taken
care of. To refrain from extending to them the benefit of
government, law, order, and protecion, is widely different
from silence or noo-intervention in regard to African elavery.
The recommendation of the President, s I have already
said, propoees the simple introducrion of California as a State
into the Union—a measure which, standing by itself, hos ex-
cited the strongest sympioms of diseatisfaction in the Southern
portions of the confederacy, The recommendation proposes
to leave all else untouched and unprovided for. In such an
abandonment, what will be the condition of things? The
first approximate Territory to California is Utab, and in what
condition is that left by the President’s messige !  Without
any government at all. ' Without even the blessing or curse,
88 you may chooes to call it, of a military government. There
is no gavernment there, unless such ss the necessities of the
case have required the Mormons to erect for themselves.
Until the common parent shall have spread ita power and its
authority over them, have no adequate government.
Thén pext come to New Mexico, and in what condition
does the President's messago leave her ! With a military gov-
ernment ; a military government which, administered as it is
proposed to be, is no government. While upon this part of
the subject, let me call your attention to what has been =aid
by the Delegate from that Ter itory, in a teeling sddress which
he has recently publi-hed to the people of New Mexico.

Mr. Uxnrnwoon, at tho request of Mr. Crav, read the
following extracts :

“ Why have our ﬁEh“' which are certainly indisputable,
been so long withheld > Why have we been compell d to live
under a military domination, so repugnant to freemen, and so
oppored to the acknowledged spirit and foundation of this Go-
vernment ! w‘l’?'. our condition, instead of being im
by the transfer of allegiance, as was promised to us, has been
continually getting worse. Why has this Government r0 long
neglected giving you that protection against ludian depreda-
tions which was so often promised, Ith; before and since the
treaty of cession } Why, the connexion with this Govern-
ment, which you have been encouraged to look forward to as
the beginning of your prosperity and Impi ovement, has ha!) its
opening with three years of depredation, miserable misrule,
autd military despotism,

Again : *“ It is useless for me to remind | you that you have
no other than a military gover t to ini the eivil
laws with which you eame into the Uaion, {and under which
you and your ancestors have lived for two centaries.) What
other Exrveutive'bave you but the sommander of the troops in
New Mexico? Does he not absolutely control all the eivil
establishments of your eountry ? s there a eivil officer but
holds his office by eormmission from the military officer dar-
in.uawllludx:mref Hax be not indeed assumed 1o or-
der the courts w to bring to trial, and in every way pre-
scribe their jurisdietion ? And when the Secretary J gu’

to be occupied by slavery, if the people, when they are furmiog |

of the government "'

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, with regard
no government whatever, unless it is such

p'ed the Mormons to institute ;

;l" Mexico what government bave you ! A military gov
ernment, by a lieutenant colonel of the army !
colonel, a mere subordinate of the srmy of the United States,
holds the governmental power there, in a time of profound
peace. Stand up, Whig who can—stand u|
can, defend the establishment of & m government
in this free and glorious Republic, in a time of

ace ! Bir, we had doubts about the authority of the late

resident to do this in time of war, and it was cast as & re-
proach against him. But here, in a time of profound peace,
it is proposed, by the highest authority, thet this ment,
that this military government—and by what au it has
continued since peace ensued I know nol—should be eon-
tinued indefinitely, till New Mexico is prepared to come ss &
State into the Union. And when will that be? There are
now about ten thousand people there, composed of Americans,
Spanisrds, and Me:innr:' and about 80,000 or 90,000 In-
dians, civilized, uncivilized, half civilized, and barbarous peo-
ple; and when will they be ready to come in as a State ?
Sir, [ eay it under a full sense of the responaibility of my
sition, that if to-morrow, with such a population, snd such a
constitution as such a population might make, were to

forit. It would be ridiculous, it would be farcical, it would
bring into contempt the grave matter of furming common
weallhs as sovereign members of this glorious Union. She
has no populstion in sufficient numbers morally capable of
self-government ; nor will ¢he have for many years to come
such a population as will make it proper toadmit ber as a State,
And yet the plan of the President is to leave this military gov-
ernment under this lieutenant eolonel in full operation, de-
claring as he does, io oppesition to evidence, that they have a
very good government there now.

But what sort of a government does this lieutenant colonel
placed over them administer to his subjects } Why, I suppose
ooe of the greatest and first duvies of government is to give pro=
tection to the people, to give defence to the Territary which
he governs, and to repel invasion from the limits of the
country. And how does this military commander, acting
as it is eaid under the authority of the Becretary of War,
behave upon the first approach of an invasion? ~While
cummissioncrs are sent there ss pioneers in the work of
bringing all that part of New Mexico on this side of the
Rip del Norte under the authority of Texas as the territory
of Texas, what does this military governor do, or propose to
do, to protect those e and repel invesion, and to protect
He says he means to be neutral, and has in-
structions from headquarters to be neutral in this contest be-
tween the people of Santa Fe or New Mexico and Texas !
The governor of this peop'e, who are opposed to the jariedic-
tion of T'exas, says he means to take no part with those whom
he governs, but to leave them to fight it out as well as they
can with the power of Texas: ' What American can say that,
under the circumstances, this course is Justifiable ; and what
will become of the sacred obligations of the treaty of Hi-
dalgo? Of all the honorable distinctions which characterize
man in his social and aggregate, or his individusl character,
that of good faith, of the honorable fulfilment of obligations,
and the observance of contracts in private life, and of treaties
in public life, is one which commends itself most to the sp-
probation of enlightened mankind. Here we have n provi-
sion in this trea'y staring us ia the face, requiring us to ex-
tend the protection of gavernment to the poople of Utah and
New Mexico. We are told we may safely—it is not said, I
admit, in terms, but'it is in effect—we may withdraw from
the fu'filment of our obligations, and leave this people to
themselves, to work out their own happiness and salvation in
such way as they can !

In what circumstances will this country be if Congress ad-
“journs without a settlement of this boundary question, and
without establishing Territorial Governments for Uiah and
New Mexico *  In what condition would the people of New
Mexggeo be east of the Rio del Norte in their conflict with
Texas ! Sir, I need not remind you of what every body
knows of the settled dislike, the insuperable antipathy exist-
ing on the part of the people of New Mexico towards Texas,
| denouncing and denying her authority, contravening the
existence of her laws, and ready, if they had the power to
do i, to resist her clsim of jurisdiction 1o the last extremity,
And yet they are to be left 1o take care of themselves. They
have got & government good enough for them !

Mr. President, that is not my cenception of my duty as an
| American legislator. My duty tells me to perform what we
have promised to perform ; my duty tells me to extend to
this people in Utah and New Mexico the benefits of that su-
preme authority reeiding in the city of Mexico which
had when they constituted a part of the republic of Mexico;
but which, when they came to us, we promised to extend to

 them from Washington, on our part. That is my concep-

tion of duty, and I will undertake to perform it, if I can. If’
I cannot do it! on account of the Wilmot proviso, or if, as
the result of any other obstacle that may be thrown in the
way, 1 cannot accomplish what I deemr my duty, T shall stand
acquitted in the sight of God and my own conscience; I
shall be irreproachable as to any deliberate neglect, even if 1
fail in the attempt to perform my duty.

I will close this part of what I have to say by grouping,
comparing, and contrasting the festurea of the respective plans
of the Executive and the Committee, which I ¢hali be glad if
the Reporters will publish in parallel columns :

The President’s plan propo-| ‘Ehe Committee’s plan re-
ses an adjustment of only mends an ami settle-
of the Gve subjects which agi-/ment of all five of them,
tate and divide the country.

The President’s plan propo-| That of the Committee also
ses the admission of Culifornia/proposes the admission of Ca-
as A State. Einmia us a State.

' He proposes non-interven-| They also propose non-in-
tion as to slavery. tervention as to slavery.

But he proposes further non-| They propose aetion and in-
intervention in the establish-jterventi-n by the establish-
ment of Territoriul Govern-|ment of eivil government for
ments ; that is to say, that welthe Territories, in eonformity
shall negleet to execute the ob-|with treaty and constitutional
ligation of the United States injobligations. Tp give the su-
the treaty of Hidalgo—fail to|perintending and  controlling

vern those whom we are/power of our General Govern-

ound to govern—Ileave them|ment, in place of that of Mexi-
without the protection of theleo, which they have lost; and
civil authority of any Generalito substitute a civil instead of
Government—Ileave Utah with-that military government,
out any government at all, butiwhich declares it will assume
that which the Mormons mayijan attitude of neutrality in the
institute—and leave New Mex- boundary contest bttween New
ico under the military govern-\Mexico and Texas.
ment of a lieutenunt colonel.

His plan fails to establish the] Their’s proposes a settle-
Iimig of New Mexico east ofiment of the boundary question,
the Rio Grande, and would ex-land, being settled, a eivil war
pose the people who inhabit itjwith Texas would be averted.
to civil war, already threaten-
ed, with Texas.

He proposes no adjustment|
of the fugitive slave subject.

They offer amendments,

which will make the recovery
of fugitives more effectual, and
at the same time, it is believ-
ed, will be generally satisfac-
wu:lz to the North,
He proy no Arrang t hey propose to interdict
of the subject ot slavery or thethe slave trade in the District,
slave trade in the Distriet ofand to leave slavery there un-
Columbisa. distu bed.

Thus, of the five subjeets off They propose to adjust all
disturbance and agitation—to five of them on a basis which,
wit, California, Territorialit is mﬁdw{o:dimd' in
Governments, the boundary just, fair, and honorable, and

uestion with Texas, the fugi- will be satisfactory to the peo-
tive bill, and the subject of sla- ple of the United States.

very in the District— }

is plan settles but one, leav-| They offer the olive branch
ing the other four unadjusted, of peace, harmony, and tran-
to inflame and exasperate the quillity.
public mind, I fear, more than
ever. :

Under his plan, one party,| Under their plan, all ques-
flushed with success in the nd- tions being settled in, & spirit
mission of Californin alove, of mutual coneessinn and com-
will eontend, with new hopes promise, there will be general
and fresh vigor, for'the appli-lacquiescence, if' not satisfac.
cation of the Wilmot provisotion ; and the whole eountry
to all the remaining territory 5 will et!‘iny onee mmlhnhles:-

come here for admission as a State, 1 for one would not vote’
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And to the immutable and irrevocs.
ble laws of population llllﬂ Nature is equivalent to a demand
l'orllhu mu;:,nu of the Union.

conclude by repeating that here are five wounds which
the commitiee of compromise are to be closed. 4
I kuow what may be said. I know will be ssid that agita-
tors will, even after the of all these measures, con-
tinue to sgitate ; that the two extremes will still cry out
their respective favorite measures ; that the Wilmot
although Territorisl Governments will be established, will be
pressed, to be added by a tary act, or to be incorpo-
rated in the constitations w these Territories many
I know it may be urged—indeed, I have heard it stated on
this floor, ¢ Pass all your measures, and we will ery out for
repeal.” I know somcthing, I think, of the nature of man.
I know something of the nature of my own countrymen, I
speak also with the authority and with the aid of history, At
the time of the memorable Missouri compromise, as at this—
and I have been unable (o determine in my own mind whe-
ther more solicitude and anxiety existed then than now—the
whole country was in an uproar, on the one side, for the ad-
mission of Missouri, end on the other for her exclusion.
‘Every legislative body throughont the country—I believe
there were twenty-four then—bad denounced or approved the
measure of the admission of Missowi. The measure was
finally carried by a small majority ; only six in the House of
Representatives, where the great struggle, where the long-
continued exettion was carried on. And what were the con-
sequences, the tranquillizing consequences which ensued
throughout this distracted country ? ‘I'he act was every where
received with joy, and exultation, and triumph ; and the man
who would have dared to interropt the universal and deep-
felt and all-pervading harmony which prevailed throughout
the country in consequence of that adjustment, would have
stood rebuked, and repudiated, and reprosched by the in
nant voice of his countrymen. And I venture to say if t
measure of compromise goes to the country with all the high
sanctions which it may carry—sanctions of both Houses of
Congress and of the Executive, and of the great body of the
American people—to a country bleeding at every pore, o a
country imploring us to settle their difficulties i:.ulp‘I once
more peace and happiness to them, I vonture 1o say that the
agitation will be at an end, though a few croak and hal-
loo as they please. There are a fow miserable men who live

3

‘upon agitation, men who are never eatisfied until they can

place themselves at the head of a little clique of agitators,
fastening them to their tails, go to the Democratic party
say, *“take me, T am a good Democtat, and I will In'ln’
to you this capital which I have, and ensure your success ;
or go to the Whig party and say, * take this little

power which I possess, and I will enable%our party to triu
over their adverearies.” [ venture to say they will be hushed
into silence by the indignation they will meot every w!

in their vain and futile attempt to prolong that agitation
which has threatened this country with the most direful cala-
mity which in all the dispensations of God could befall it
Sir, I am done. I would say much more, but I cannot
longer trespass upon your time. I did not expect to bave
said so much, and my physical powers will not permit me to
say more.

e —— R —

ARRIVAL OF ANOTHER EUROPEAN STEAMER.

The Royal Mail steamer Europa arrived at Ha-
lifax on Monday afternoon, bringing dates from
Liverpool to the 11th and London to the 10th in-
stant. The Telegraph furnishes the following epi-
tome of her commercial news :

The new American steamer Atlantic, of the Collins line,
arrived out in thirteen days. She reached Liverpool on Fri«
day, 10th of May. She was, unfortunately, detained forty-
eight hours by an accident to her machinery. Her condens-
ing pumps gave out, and her floats broke, (hey proving too
frail.  Previous to the accident she had attained a very high
rate of speed. Owing lo the sbove circumstance the Atlan-
tic will not #ail on the 15th, as was contemplated. The dsy
of her sailing has not been fixed.

The caton market at Liverpool was firm, but prices bad
not varied from those quoted at the sailing of the Hibernia.
The sales of the week amounted to 50,170 bales.

Flour has sdvanced one shilling per barrel, snd corn mesl
advanced ls. 2d. to 1s. 31. per barrel. Indian comn has od-
vanced 1s. 6d. per quarter. Not much doing in provisions.
Beef advanced 3s. to 4s. per tierce, Pork quiet. Becon
firm at previous quotations. Tobaceo in moderate demand,
with small sales.

In the British Purliament an attempt to take the duty off
newspaper advertisements had fuiled.

One of the wealthiest Lancashire manufacturers (Mr. Threl-
fall) bas been arresied on a charge of forging bills to the
extent of forty thousand pounds. Twelve thousnd hed
been discounted when he was taken, but the money was re-
o l. Lord Joux Rusexvy is still too ill 10 intraduce the

whilst the other party, pro-ingot - peace, d,
voked and chagrined by ob-and reconciliation.

tsining no eoncession whatever,
may be urged and animated to
extreme and greater lengihs
than have been yet manifested. | 5

Whilst the President’s plan is confined to a_single mea-
sure, leaving the Governments of Utah and New Mexico
unproviled for, and the boundary between Texas and New
Mexico unseitled, another, and one of the most irritating
questions, is left by him, withoat any recommendation or any
provision, to harass and exasperate the country.

He fails to recommend any plan for the settlement of the
important and vexatious subject ol fugitive slaves. Ho pro-
poses no plan of ectilement of the agitating questions which
ariso out of this sutject. [ will repeat, let him who can, stand
up here and tell the country, and satisfy his own conecience—
when the whole country is calling out for peace, peace, peace ;
when it is imploring its rulers above and iis rulers below to
bring once more to this agitated and distracted people some
broad and comprehensive scheme of hfdm;. and setle all
these questions which agita'e this afflicted people—let any
men who can, not in the public prese, but in the Senate of
the United States, stand up and show that the plan which is
proposed by Executive authority is such a one as is demanded
by the necessities of the case and thaeondirimoﬁ.haa?nmq.
I should be glad to hear that man. Ay, Mr. President, [
wish I had the mental power commensurate with my fervent
wishes for the adjustment of these unhappy quesions, com-
mensurate to urge upon you snd upon the country forbear-
snce, concilistion, the surrender of extreme opinions, the
avoidance of attempting impossibilities.

Sir, I know there s a floating ilea in the Southern mind,
such as we have heard before, of the necersity of an equili-
brium of power between the two sections of the Union—of a

Lord Lieutenancy bill. The crops are looking extemely
promising. The new expedition in search of Sir Jous Faawn-
i~ sailed on the Bih, :

In Faanex the anniversary of the republic was celebinted
with great pamp.  All was quiet, and not & single srrest oc-
curred.

Puiavevrnia, Mavy 21,

The engine and tender attached to the burden train of
cars from Baltimore ran through the deaw on Crom's bridge,
about eighteen miles frem Philadelphia, last night, snd were
precipitated into a schoorer, which was passing through st the
time. No serious damage. The pissengers and mall for
Baltimore left Philadelphia in & bost for Wilmington, snd
thence by railroad.

81. Lovs, May 21.

The Register re ports the total number of deaths forSle week.
ending on Monday the 20th instant at 87, of which 26 were
children of five years of age and under ; of the whele number
nine deaths were from cholers and one of smell pox. From
three of the cemcterien there are no reports.

The steamer James McLane evme down yesterday from
Council Bluffs, which place she loft on the I4th. She re-
ports that nearly all (he emigrants had crosed 1o the apposite
side of the river, and thal hundreds were duily starting for the
Plains. The emigrants st 8t Joseph's were fast thinning
out. Tho grass in the vicinity of Knouville was up seversl




